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“And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in lite manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.”—Acts 1: 10, 11. 
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LIVE YOUR RELIGION! 


THE Latter-day Saints have been exhorted, many times during many 
years, to “live their religion.” The phrase may not be strictly gram- 
matical, but it means a great deal and is fully understood in the Church, 
as signifying that which is conveyed in those lines of a hymn very fre- 
quently sung in their assemblies: 

May we who know the joyful sound 
Still practice what we know; 

Not hearers of the word alone, 
But doers of it, too. 


It had no special application to any one principle, or doctrine, or regu- 
lation. It was as forcibly and as frequently urged in Great Britain, in 
Scandinavia, in Germany and Switzerland, in Australasia, in the various 
States of the Union and elsewhere, as it wasin Utah. But persons who 
have a desire to misrepresent the “Mormon” Church for evil purposes 
have endeavored to impress the American public with the notion that it 
refers specially to the practice of polygamy. 

* * * * * * 

The words simply signify that “Mormonism” is a practical religion. It 
is not a mere theory. It is not simply a creed requiring devotional ser- 
vices on a Sunday, but is something to regulate conduct every day in the 
week. “Live your religion” means serve God, keep His commandments, 
do your duty to your neighbor, to your country and to all mankind; be 
honest, truthful, live so that you can have the spirit of revelation to guide 
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you and so that you may be prepared to receive the fulness of eternal 
glory. 

That is the burden of the teachings of the leaders of the Church, and 
what was evidently meant when the phrase was in the most frequent use. 
The sermons of the authorities at the time when plural marriage was most 
forcibly taught, will show that the meaning of the words was that which 
we have given. 

In explanation of this phrase, President Brigham Young in a discourse 
delivered in the Old Tabernacle in January, 1856, said: 


“We have to live by the principles of the Gospel, which is, faith in the 
heart and obedience to its requirements. 

“All ought to live their religion every day, and there are a great man 
who do. t there are a great many who do not, who are overcome wit 
evil, get out of the true path of righteousness, and do those things which 
are wrong. They contend with each other, quarrel, have broils and diffi- 
culties in families and in neighborhoods, etc. 

“If this people would live their religion, and continue year after year 
to live their religion, it would not be many years before they would see 
eye to eye. 

“It is our privilege, for you and me to live from this day so that our 
consciences will be void of offense towards God and man. It is in our 
power to do so, then why don’t we? 

“This is our practical religion; it is our duty to stop and begin to look 
at ourselves. 

“If you feel evil keep it to yourselves until you overcome that evil prin- 
ciple. This is what I call resisting the devil and he flees from me. 

J am strongly of the opinion that it is possible for a person to over- 
come their dispositions to evil to such a degree that they will have no 
evil in the heart to slip over the tongue, and if there is none in the heart, 
there is less danger of the pages being used to the disadvantage of that 
individual or to that of anybody else. 

„1 have nothing particular upon my mind, only to urge all the Latter- 
day Saints to live their religion. 


There is not a phrase or a word or a hint in the whole discourse as to 
polygamy or plurality of wives. In another discourse at the same place 
in March, 1856, President Young spoke of a Brother Vernon, who had 
preceded him. He was not a polygamist and was not well known among 
the community. President Young said: 


“Probably my A beloved Brother Vernon who has spoken to you this 
morning is not known by many of this congregation, for since his arrival 
in our midst he has been quietly and industriously practicing the princi- 
ples of our religion. 

“But suppose he had been guilty of swearing in the streets, of getting 
intoxicated, of fighting and carousing, he would have been a noted char- 
acter. | 

“But Brother Vernon is almost entirely unknown, because he has lived 
his religion, kept the commandments of and minded his own business. 
So it is with many in this city, they are known but by a few, they live 
here year after year and are scarcely known in the community, because 
4 pay attention to their own business. 

“They live their religion, love the Lord, rejoice continually, are happy 
all the day long, and satisfied without making an excitement among the 
people. is is ‘Mormonism.’ I wish we were all so, I should then in- 
‘deed be very much pleased. 
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“My spiritual enjoyment must be obtained by my own life, but it would 
add much to the comfort of the community, and to my happiness, as one 
with them, if every man, and woman would live their —— and — | 
the light and glory of the Gospel for themselves, be humble and faithfu 
rejoice continually before the Lord, attend to the business they are called 
to do and be sure never to do anything wrong.” 


In a discourse delivered in June of the same year, President Young thus 
explained what was meant by “live your religion.” After describing how 


the earth is made up of particles “so minute as to be undiscernible by 


the aid of the finest microscopes,” he said: 


It is the aggregate of the acts which I perform through life that makes 
up the conduct that will be exhibited in the day of judgment, and when 
the books are opened, there will be the life which I have lived for me to 
look upon, and there also will be the acts of your lives for you to look 
upon. 

“It is the moments and the little acts that make up the life of man. 
Let every second, minute, hour, and day we live be spent in doing that 
which we know to be right. 

“How necessary it is for us to live our religion so as to know ourselves 
better, and to know how to live better in accordance with the religion we 
have embraced.” 


These are but a very few of the expressions of President Brigham Young 
in urging the Latter-day Saints to “Live their religion.” It means to-day 
what it meant then so far as it related to the every day duties of members 
of the Church. The meaning specially attached to it by those preachers 
and papers that are trying to prejudice the nation against the “Mormons” 
is of their own manufacture, and betrays the spirit that lurks behind it. 

As to the accusations and exaggerations in which preachers indulge 
there is no need to say anything further. If they were able to prove their 
salacious charges they would have only been too eager to do so in the 
places where they could have made them effectual. As it is, they are in 
the excellent company of the gossips and tale-bearers who delight in such 
sweet tid-bits and who make mountains out of mole-hills. We deplore 
their lack of charity and despise the methods they adopt to defame a 
people whom they cannot convert to their threadbare theories and absurd 
theology. Yet we pity their condition and feel sorry for their fate.— 
Deseret News. : 


JEWS AND ZIONISM. 


Ln the Baptist Chapel, Baxter Gate, Loughboro’, in behalf of the “British 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel amongst the Jews,” the Rev. 
Isaac Levinsohn, about u week ago, gave a lecture on “The Present Con- 
dition of the Jews in the world, and Zionism.” His remarks were pre- 
ceded by the reading of Ezekiel 37: 21-28. In the course of his lecture 
he divided the Jews into two classes—the Orthodox Jews and the Re- 
formed Jews—and said each class alike had suffered great persecution. 
The former class had suffered on account of their great reservedness in 
the world; the latter had suffered on account of their desires to assimilate 
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in the world. He thought we do not sufficiently meditate upon the condi- 
tion of Judah. They ought to receive more of our sympathy. We do not 
pray for them as often as we ought. He referred to the “Zionist Move- 
ment” among the Jews and showed how arrangements were being made 
for their gathering together. He reminded his hearers that arrangements 
must be made also for their conversion. He earnestly hoped Christians 
would not suffer the Jews to go to Palestine unconverted. He, as a 
minister of the gospel, was ready to go to the Jews as soon as help would 
be furnished. 

What a stir in Christendom the “Jewish question” iscreating. Is it at 
all probable that the Lord is prompting such divines as Dr. Levinsohn to 
prepare tre hearts of old Israel for the reception of the Gospel of Jesus? 
Truly “God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform.” 

Mr. Levinsohn informs us that the persecution of the Jews is the out- 
come of strict reservedness and voluntary assimilation. If we will turn 
to the pages of Jewish history we shall discover the cause of the affliction 
of Judah. Like the Nephites of old they became hard hearted and stiff- 
necked and perverted the faith of their fathers. It was in this perverse 
condition the Savior found them when he humbly presented himself be- 
fore them as their King. The “Charter” he granted did nos satisfy their 
ungodly desires and hence he was rejected and put to death. Ere the 
horrible crime was committed, sentiments of responsibility“ His blood 
be on us and our children”—sounded through the air, and the conditions 
of this responsibility have been binding on the Jewish race from the hour 
of Messiah’s crucifixion to the present time. 

No doubt Mr. Levinsohn is justified in accusing Christians of insufficient 
concern in the condition of Judah. The lines of the poet furnish justifi- 
cation for the accusation in question, wherein he says, in speaking of the 
Jews: 

In vain midst the nations for friends didst thou seek; 

They have robbed thee and spoiled thee because thou art weak ; 
No bosom has pitied, no friend has been near 

Thy woe-stricken spirit to comfort and cheer.” 

It is the duty of every true Christian to think gently of “erring Israel,” 
and ever bear in mind that they have only stumbled in the path we have 
trod in weakness. Writers of sacred history predict in clearness and 
authority the gathering together of the “dispersed from among the 
heathen into their own land,” and therefore the “Zionist Movement” is 
a fulfillment of scriptural prophecy and also furnishes a strong testimony 
to the truth of the Latter-day Saints’ doctrine concerning the gathering 
of the Jews. 

We would remind Mr. Levinsohn that arrangements have already been 
made for Judah’s conversion. The Lord in a revelation to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith commanded that the Gospel should first be preached to 
the Gentiles and afterwards to the Jews. No special instructions have 
yet been given to the Elders of the “Mormon” Church to preach glad 
tidings to Judah, because the appointed time has not yet come. The Bible 
also informs us on the conversion of the Jews. The conditions of their 
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conversion are therein described, and after a careful perusal of the des- 

criptions given, we are compelled to admit that no doctrine, save the 

doctrine of the Savior, will bring about their true conversion. | 
Jno. CUTHERS. 


EVIDENCE OF A FUTURE STATE. 


St. Georcz, Uran, U.S. A., 
21, 1900. 


WALTER ADAMS, 
ELBERFELD, GERMANY. 
My Dear Granpson: 

As I promised I would write you upon a matter of 
testimony wherein the incidents tend to prove that there is life in the 
“Great Beyond,” and that we exist in form and size there when we go 
hence as in this morta] state. I shall now have to tell of what transpired 
many years ago; but shall commence farther back than my own family 
narrative. 

We read of the appearance of the Lord to Adam in Eden’s Garden; of 
His close association with Abram in the tent “on the plains of Mamre”; 
of His pleasant chat with the prophet Moses; of His speaking from the 
Heavens at the baptism of His Son. We also read of Moses and Elias 
“apon the Mount of Transfiguration,” and of by-gone prophets standing 
in the presence of John on the Isle of Patmos. Later on we read of the 
appearance of the angel Moroni in this generation; and, to cap the 
climax, we find the Father and the Son appearing to the boy Joseph 
Smith, to show that He, God, still lives, “the same yesterday, to-day, and 
forever.” No sooner was connection between heaven and earth made in 
this generation than vision after vision occurred. The time for the res- 
toration of the Gospel had come; the plates containing the record of the 
Gospel and its workings among the Lamanites of this, the American, 
continent had to be revealed; the one in charge came year after year 
until the set hour had come; the plates were handed to the youthful 
prophet; by the power of God they were translated; and by the hand of 
a heavenly messenger they were exposed to the natural vision of David 
Whitmer and others. 

Further on, in the Kirtland Temple, numbers of Elders had their eyes 
opened of God to see those visiting them from the inner and upper world, 
Elijah and Elias with a corps of angels in attendance. 

Later, an angel of the Lord took Joseph Sn. ith and Sydney Rigdon and 
showed them many great matters of the past and future; and, since the 
proclamation of the Gospel, the Lord in various ways has confirmed His 
word by “signs following” to tens of thousands of His children who have, 
with pure hearts, bowed in obedience to His divine commands, such as 
tongues, interpretation of tongues, prophecy, visions, ministering of angels, 
healings, etc., etc.; and all these things are for the comforting of the Saints 
and to establish them in the Truth. 

Having referred to the policy of God in ancient times and in the middle 
ages, and having referred to those manifestations ranging from the year 
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1820 to the present time, I now wish to add another witness to the hand- 
dealings of God which occurred in the year 1865. 

In this case I shall be compelled to relate that which took place to bring 
about the grand result. 

In the month of June, 1865, diphtheria raged in the city of St. George; 
two of our children, John H. and Minerva, fell beneath its heavy stroke 
inside of twenty-four hours. As may naturally be expected, this cast a 
heavy gloom over our home; one of the most devoted mothers mourned 
as only mothers can, and, like Rachel of old, refused to be comforted. 
Days and nights passed by, no sleep, no comfort; the marks of a suffering 
mind were visible upon her face; the neighbors saw that a wretched mother 
was eking out a miserable life. 

Our next-door neighbor was Apostle Erastus Snow, who occasionally 
came in to speak a word of comfort and try to change the trend of des- 
pairing thoughts. Seeing the condition of things, upon one visit he said, 
“Sister Emina, you must desist from this course or these little children living 
will soon have no mother, and as the Lord has taken part of your children 
you would better try to make the best of taking care of the remaining ones.” 
At this the mother burst forth with, “Oh, that God would only lighten 
my heart with the knowledge of where my children are, or if any one has 
the care of them! To me they are gone. I see them in my mind in a 
fathomless abyss from whence they may never return to me.” And here 
she sank in apparent despair, when the Apostle commenced by saying, 
“Sister Emma, I want you to desist from encouraging this despondent 
feeling and rely upon God your Father, and if you will do so He will 
give you a witness of where and by whom your children are taken care 
of.“ The foregoing promise was made in my presence and hearing and 
was afterwards used, when moments of despair came over the mother, 
to inspire hope for its fulfillment. 

Four or five weeks passed, her nerves having quieted down to a great 
extent, the mother continued to take care of the little flock left her. 

It was late in July or early in August, the sun had set, when the mother 
said to her eldest daughter, a girl about thirteen years old, “Eleanor, go 
to the bed-room and get me Ettie’s night dress.” The girl obeyed, going 
through the dining-room to the bed-room door. No sooner was the door 
pushed open than the girl, in a transfixed condition, beheld one of the 
most beautiful sights that the eyes of mortals ever witnessed. A lady 
dressed in white apparel, with long, dark, flowing hair hanging about 
her shoulders and with a most pleasant, happy countenance, smiled upon 
her. In each arm she held a baby girl and clinging to her skirt was a 
little boy. Fear had fied from the mind of Eleanor, and she looked until 
her vision closed. She identified two of the children, having nursed and 
cared for one, the little boy, about two years, and the baby girl on the left 
arm for a few months. But the age and face of the other girl she could 
not comprehend. She viewed this in an effort to discover who it was while 
the manifestation pleasantly passed away. She returned to her mother 
in a very excited condition, saying, “Oh, Mother! I know you will not 
believe me—I cannot now tell you what I have seen!” 
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She continued in this mood until about nine o'clock next morning, when, 
to our joy, she disclosed the foregoing story. 

After telling of John and Minerva she asked, Who was the little girl 
on the right arm of the lady appearing to be about a year old?” We 
immediately informed her that the child was her own twin sister who 
died at the age of thirteen months. 

The foregoing was no dream, it was an open vision given to one whose 
young wind was not capable of concocting such a story; besides, the girl 
Eleanor never saw the young lady in life who thus stood before her, but 
she gave her description so plainly that her mother knew who the woman 
was. 

To make the foregoing complete I must relate a dream that my wife had 
upon the same subject a few nights later, which she told me of during the 
night. She awoke and said, “My mother has just left me. My dream is 
so real that I feel she was in the room with me. Oh, she has given me 
so much comfort! I asked her if she knew where my children are. ‘Yes,’ 
she replied, ‘Ellen Ewma has charge of your children. You know she is 
one of your faith, and that people are all happy together.’ Well mother, 
can’t you go and mingle with Ellen Emma and our people? She replied, 
Not yet; the Lord will open a way during your life-time by which I may 
be admitted to that class of people, for I believe as they do and wish to be 
one of them.“ 

Thus ended the vision and also the dream which brought peace, joy and 
comfort to our home in those days of trial and distressing scenes. 

Now, Walter, the “young lady” was your grandmother's niece, and it 
was through her that your grandmother received the Gospel. She was 
laid away just as described by Eleanor. You know your aunt Eleanor, 
you may write her upon this matter and she will confirm all I have written; 
and, as the “good book” says, “in the mouths of two or three witnesses 
every word shall be established.” 

To me and mine I feel that God has told in language too plain to be 
misunderstood that the fate of our children is that of good care. The 
whole affair tells me that we live beyond the hour of death or separation. 

May God grant you a confirming testimony of the above is the prayer 
of your affectionate grandfather, 

L. ADAMS. 


THE VALUE oF INTERVIEWS.—There is much that cannot be done with- 
out interviews. It would often require great labor, not only on your part, 
but also on the part of others whom you cannot command, to effect by 
means of writing what may easily be accomplished in a single interview. 
The pen may be a surer, but the tongue is a nicer, instrument. In talk- 
ing, most men sooner or later show what is uppermost in their minds; and 
this gives a peculiar interest to verbal communications. Besides, there 
are looks, and tones, and gestures, which form a significant language of 
theirown. . . You frequently want verbal communication, in order to 
encourage the timid, to settle the undecided, and to bring on some definite 
stage in the proceedings.— Helps. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 1900. 


THE GOSPEL MEANS PROGRESS. 

In order to properly understand the spirit and genius of the Gospel as 
it relates to human life and conduct, one must truly be born again; and 
the conditions of the world to-day are such that this new birth is 
as possitively needed as it was in the opening of the Cristian Era. At 
that time the Jews had been so long trained and traditioned in the law 
of carnal commandments that the bright Jight of the Gospel dazzled their 
eyes and bewildered their understanding to such an extent that only the 
new birth of the Spirit could open their eyes and enable them to sse, 
through the mist of ages, the superiority of the Gospel of love and mercy 
over the law that required “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 
Their minds, from force of habit, ran so much along the lines of outward 
observance of carnal things, that the teaching of the Apostles was mostly 
bearing in the opposite direction, that is on the spiritual side of the ques- 
tion. Paul’s epistle to the Romans seems especially to be directed along 
that line. Even after they had received the birth of the water and of the 
Spirit, they were mere babes as yet, and were only partially able to per- 
ceive the beauties of the Gospel although the illumination of the New 
Light was cast upon them. The mist of tradition was only partially dis- 
persed, and they thought more of the outward observances than of the 
inner life; hence Paul’s injunction: “Therefore leaving the principles of 
the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection.” 

In our day the people have gone to the other extreme, the outward 
requirements are ignored, and Christianity has become 4 mere sentiment 
—a tree that is prolific with blossoms but bears little fruit. This condi- 
tion is as imperfect as was the law of carnal commandments. The present 
condition is probably brought about by taking the letter of the scriptures 
without the spirit, and by applying the teachings of Paul, which were 
specially adapted to conditions among that people, and applying them to 
people whose state of mind is diametrically opposite. 

The birth of the Spirit is the reception of the Holy Ghost, which “shall 
teach you al] things,” but a great deal depends upon the aptness and 
diligence of the pupil as to how fast he can learn; and although the 
promise is that the Spirit will guide you into all truth, He will only guide 
and not forse. Each individual must follow the guidance or there will 
be no progress in his case. 

The Gospel is a grand plan for the redemption and exaltation of the 
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human family, and the Church may be compared to a school in which the 
Holy Spirit is head master, and the Lord's inspired servants (Apostles, etc.) 
are placed there as teachers, “For the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,” and these are to 
remain “Till we all come to a unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.” This all indicates clearly that there is much to 
learn that we “may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ.” (See Eph. 4: 12-15.) 

This precludes the commonly accepted notion that a man can, by being 
converted, pass immediately from a state of sin into the heavenly man- 
sions without any preparation whatever. As well might we claim that an 
ignorant child by acknowledging the divine right of kings would be 
immediately fitted for association with royalty. 

The Church is a school and the Gospel a course of study to prepare man- 
kind for that grade of glory to which they aspire, and to fit them to be 
associates of saved and exalted beings; and as the school without the 
exertions of the pupil, will not educate, so the Gospel cannot save men 
unless they are diligent in learning its precepts and conforming their 
lives to its requirements. The Gospel is a system of eternal progression, 
and no one can progress without self effort, hence the Apostle Paul’s ex- 
hortation to the Philippians, “work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling.” A. W. 


THE following extract from a private letter written by a young Elder 
laboring in the German Mission, illustrates very plainly the success and 
joy that always follow feelings of despondency when the Lord is sought 
in sincere earnest prayer with a firm determination to do his will: 


“T have only one excuse for neglecting to write, and that is that I have 
been so busy and seen so much that needs doing that the thought even of 
writing letters is a burden to me. For some time I wrote home quite fre- 
quently, but now my friends are growing very much displeased over what 
they term my negligence, but I feel that I should be about the work of my 
Father and not what may be termed the fancies of friends and relatives. 

“The conditions under which I write are much different from those which 
prevailed when you were here. Of course you will know to what I refer. 
My experience from then to now has been the greatest of my life. The 
powers of darkness which were acting on me have, with the help of God, 
become something of the past, and for several months I have been free. I 
had been here for some four or five months before I could truly feel that 
my Heavenly Father had called me to preach the things required of us, 
and you may be sure I did not thank Him either while I was in that frame 
of thought, though I was and had been for sometime doing very good 
work. Of course my faith was good or I should never have left home, but 
I did not know what a testimony meant though I thought I did. I know 
now what it means and can truly thank my God that I am permitted to 
be among the workers of the Latter Day Restoration. Only those who 
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have experienced the same feeling can conceive of my joy and happiness 
despite the many unpleasant things I experience from time to time. 

“On account of sickness my companion was removed, and for two 
months I was alone. Some of those days were lonely and very trying, but 
the very best days of my life. "Twas then I learned on whom to lean, 
’twas then my stiff American spirit learned to humble itself. I worked 
a little less than two months alone and nearly four months with a com- 
panion, and to day there is not a more promising branch in this confer- 
ence. My blessing promised me many who would gladly hear my word if 
I would do my part. I have tried to do nothing else and can see the 
promises filling out in very deed. I make friends among the people 
wherever I go, and we expect to baptize quite a number in the spring. 
At present we have eighty or more who are investigating and many of 
them quite earnestly. I have not made the progress in the language I 
should like to have done, but I have got enough to wind up some who 
profess to be preachers, and as long as I can do that I cannot feel as 
though I am justified in sitting in the house about three-quarters of the 
time studying grammar or reading. My health has been first class, and 
everything is bright and encouraging.” 

Many Elders at first, experience just such periods of darkness, and it is 
often those that are destined to do the best work who pass through the 
darkest shadows, for Satan will make the greatest exertions to discourage 
that class. The Savior of the world had to go through a series of tempta- 
tions by the evil one, and the servant is not greater than the Master. 

Some few are not possessed of sufficient faith and courage to resist the 
powers of darkness and to see the light ahead, but give up in despair and 
return to disappointed friends, with a load of regret that will burden their 
future lives; when a few short months of faith, prayer and perseverance 
would have dispersed the clouds and brought the bright sunshine of suc- 
cess and a home-returning with songs of everlasting joy. 


In a report of the Tabernacle services of Sunday, February 25, the 
Deseret News gives the following: 

“Elder Joseph R. Emery, recently returned from North Carolina, was 
the next speaker. This young man was so wrought upon by the Spirit 
of God, that he startled the congregation by speaking in tongues. His 
voice was clear and for several moments he spoke in that strange language 
with perfect felicity. Elder Emery himself interpreted the remarks he 
made in tongues. He stated that a great cloud was hanging over the 
Saints, and unless they become more humble they would not be able to 
endure the persecutions that would come upon them. The speaker stated 
that while laboring in the city of Raleigh he had been treated with cour- 
tesy, especially by Governor Wells of North Carolina, that gentleman even 
desiring him to remain longer in the South. ‘The Elders in the South,’ 
said the speaker, ‘are meeting with success.’ 

“Elder Emery arose the second time to relate a circumstance that 
occurred in North Carolina, it being that a man by the name of Joseph 
Belton, residing in Surrey Couaty, had been visited by some Elders, and 
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it was learned that he was one of the assassins of Joseph Smith. The man 
had been confined to his chair eight years, and was being literally eaten 
up by cancers. The hapless assassin testified that he saw a mob kill over 
thirty ‘Mormon’ men, women and children and cast them into a well.” 


PRESIDENT JAMES L. McMuRRIN started on Saturday, March 17, for a 
tour on the continent. He expected to remain two days in Grimsby to 
meet with the Saints, after which he will make a tour of all the confer- 
ences in the Scandinavian, German, Swiss and Netherlands Missions. He 
will probably be absent about four months. 


PresipEnt H. W. Naissitt returned on Monday from a tour in the 
Newcastle and Leeds Conferences. He attended a district meeting at 
Middlesborough and meetings at Halifax and Bradford. He found the 
work in those parts flourishing and an excellent spirit prevailing among 
both Elders and Saints. 


Tux following cablegram from President Lorenzo Snow was received on 
Tuesday, March 20: “Peter Hansen’s wife, Heber City, dead, buried yes- 
terday.” Elder Hansen is laboring as a missionary in Denmark, having 
arrived in Liverpool, April 27, 1898. 


Tue Leyland Line s.s. Columbian, on which Elder Abels sailed with the 
body of Elder Keilholz, arrived in New York on Monday morning, March 19. 


RxLAASES.— Elder Chester F. Campbell of the Nottingham Conference 
has been honorably released to return home per Anchor Line s.s. Anchoria 
from Glasgow, April 5, 1900. 

Elder Wm. Hillyard of the Scottish Conference has been honorably 
released on account of failing health, and will sail on the s.s. Tthiopia 
from Glasgow, March 22, 1900. 


District Meretrne Nortices.—A District Meeting of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held in the Forum Hall, Maindee, 
Newport, Monmouthshire, April 2, at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. All are invited. 
Seats free. 

The Latter-day Saints will hold a district meeting on Sunday, April 1, 
1900, in the Club Room, Temperance Hall, Northampton. Services at 
10:30 a. m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. All are cordially invited. Seats free. 

A member of the Presidency of the European Mission will be present at 
each place. 


HAPPINESS AND PLEASURE. 


In addressing a mixed assembly of Jews, Christ preached unto them 
the gospel of salvation; and in declaring unto them the divinity of His 
own person and mission, gave this solemn promise: 

“If ye continue in my word ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” (John 8: 32.) 
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In truth alone is freedom to be found. The bonds of sin, the penalties 
of broken law, are stronger than any shackles that man can forge. Sin 
were possibly of less dreadful aspect if it ended with itself; but terrible 
as is the fact, wickedness must be classed with the things that live, and 
grow, and propagate their kind. It is like the weed that flourishes in 
noxious splendor, with blossoms which out bloom the flowers of sweet 
service; though the very fragrance of its petals is deadly. 

Sin leads to sin. It is a promissory note in the bank of the Inferno, 
with compound interest accumulating day and night. The sinner is ever 
in debt, and of all who wail in bondage, the guilty debtor is among the 
most abject. The truth will liberate men from the serfdom of debt, as 
from all other bonds of sin. 

We speak of “telling the truth ;” this is at best but a narrow expression, 
circumscribed by custom. Truth is not a thing of words. Speaking the 
truth is weak compared with doing the truth,—as feeble in comparison as is 
voicing a prayer in contrast with doing with full purpose of heart what that 
prayer implies. Let us be thankful that we have better and more endur- 
ing stuff than words with which to weave the fabric of our life’s purpose; 
grateful that we know a language more impressive and less liable to go 
astray than is that of the lips. 

The truth gives freedom, and freedom brings happiness. The free man 
is the truly happy man. Freedom carries with it burdens; it imposes 
responsibilities; it may deprive us of lesser pleasures; nevertheless it in- 
sures happiness. Let it be noted that happiness and pleasure are not the 
same. In the haste and hurry of our busy lives we ofttimes fail to dis- 
tinguish between the two, and are ready to accept the one for the other. 
They belong to different species. Happiness is the jewel, pleasure but the 
paste imitation. Happiness is the noble metal, unaffected by the corrogion 
of the elements, unbitten by the tooth of time; pleasure is the gilded 
brass, which, once deprived of its false, scaly covering, cankers and is con- 
verted into poisonous verdigris. 

Pleasure is a weed, however alluring its fragrance; „ the plant 
of usefulness and sweetness. Pleasure is the tickling of the palate with 
the savory pottage, too often bought at the price of a birthright; happi- 
ness is the strength, the health, the vigor, that comes from wholesome 
food, honestly earned, eaten with thanksgiving, and assimilated by a body 
that has not been wrecked through dissipation. 

Happiness is the love that passeth all understanding, which only true 
men and virtuous women can know; the paradise of the soul into which 
only the clean may enter. It mellows the harshness of our natures, it 
restrains, it sanctifies. In such affection the angels lend their aid, and 
the Father approves. Pleasure is the ungodly passion that too often 
passes current for love; it scorches the heart and sears the soul; ’tis the 
brutish instinct that seeks only present gratification, and counts not the 
consequences; tis the incarnation-of selfishness, that would use the fairest 
of the works of God as a plaything to be broken and defiled and then 
thrown away. 


Happiness is the joy of the angels; pleasure too often but the fiendish 
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pastime of the fallen. Happiness leaves no bitter taste in the mouth, nor 
does it impel to deeds of which there is cause to repent. Happiness is a 
gift from God; pleasure is the devil’s counterfeit. 

The Latter-day Saints are, as of right they must be, a happy people. 
Indeed I am suspicious of one professing to be a Latter-day Saint who is 
not happy. This is not saying that the Latter-day Saints should be a 
pleasure-loving or a pleasure-seeking people. Happiness may bring with 
it tears, and sobs, and sorrows; but beneath them all is a current of assur- 
ance that such have come from the loving though chastening hand of God. 

A few months ago I was one of a small gathering of Utah people in the 
city of London. Those who found themselves there face to face in a 
strange land, enjoyed an hour of pleasant converse and innocent recrea- 
tion. Among the few other than Utah people present was a gentleman 
who had recently joined the Church in Great Britain. He stood looking 
over the small assembly in an interested manner; and then, taking me 
aside, he said: “I have heard numerous testimonies borne since I came 
into the Church; have heard many relate the circumstances that led them 
to investigate this message of truth; but I-have never found another with 
an experience quite like my own. What would you say if I tell you that 
the one circumstance which attracted me and led me to investigate the 
message brought by the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ was this: that 
all who join this Church seem to be happy? Everybody here appears to be 
happy; and whenever I meet a Latter-day Saint, I find myself in the pres- 
ence of happiness and contentment.” Well, I knew that truth before, and 
yet, perhaps I had never framed the thought in words. I replied, “Why 
shouldn't they be happy?” In thinking over the incident I have reached 
the conclusion that happiness is not merely an incidental, but an essential 
feature in the lives of Latter-day Saints. 

You will understand me when I say figuratively that 1 believe happiness 
is one of the principles of the Gospel; for the man who knows that he has 
embraced the Gospel of freedom, the one who has heard and comprehended 
the message of His Father, the one who is no longer seeking here and 
there, and wandering hither and thither in search of the pearl of great 
price, because he has found it, ought to be, if any man can be, happy. 
Happiness and peace will find a lodgment in the heart of the righteous 
man. He will be willing to forego the pleasures and assume the burdens 
of life. He will be willing to meet the sorrows that come. And through 
it all he will be happy and thankful, because he is a free man. He is no 
longer a slave; the truth has emancipated him; the Gospel has enfran- 
chised him; the word of God has made him free. 

But the fact that we mistake pleasure for happiness is not without its 
parallels. This is a day of imitation, adulteration, deception, and fraud. 
What is there of value in the world that has not been counterfeited, what 
that has not been adulterated and imitated? Half the chemists of the 
world to-day are devoting their energies to the detection of adulteration ; 
and the other half, equally skillful perhaps, and ofttimes more ingenious, 
are using their great knowledge of the hidden things of nature, to devise 
and concoct other adulterations that shall defy detection. Priesthood has 
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been imitated by priestcraft. Vice ofttimes masquerades in the robes that 
are like unto those that virtue wears, and the test of revelation is required 
sometimes to distinguish between the two. But do not let us mistake the 
one for the other. If you bargain for happiness, see that you get the 
genuine article; pleasure is not a fair substitute. 

Don’t adjudge me as inexcusably pessimistic; as seeing only the sombre 
side of human nature and institutions; as perceiving naught but the cor- 
ruption of present-day society. I have not lost faith in my Father's 
family. My fellowmen are children of God, and though many of them 
forget their high estate, and ignore their divine heritage, all do not so. 
Our Father looks with righteous pride upon hosts of His children who 
have never bowed the knee to Baal; He knows where to find thousands 
who have never defiled themselves; He could call the roll of legions who 
are happy and free, because the truth hath made them so. 

The Gospel of Christ is the good news of peace. It bears the glad tid- 
ings of happiness and freedom. 

Peace be with you.—J AMES E. TALMAGE, in the Young Woman’s Journal. 


JONAH AND THE WHALE. 


REMARKABLE LECTURE BY Dr. NEVINS. 7 

On Sunday evening, March 17, in Christ Church Institute, Lark Baal 
Liverpool, a remarkable lecture, the result of much special study and 
investigation, was delivered by Dr. J. Birkbeck Nevins, on the subject of 
Jonah, the prophet. Canon Irving presided over a large and attentive 
audience. 

Dr. Nevins at the outset detailed in a refreshing style the history of 
Jonah and his mission to Nineveh, quoting not only from the Biblical 
record, but also from the works of St. Epbraim, whose manuscript ser- 
mons in verse, written some 1,500 years ago, were found in Syrian monas- 
teries by an emissary of Pope Gregory XI., at the beginning of the eight- 
eenth century. In the East, he said, and especially in the neighborhood 
of Nineveh, Jonah was held in great veneration, and his tomb on the 
banks of the Tigris—an illustration of which the lecturer exhibited—was 
still in existence. As regards the story of the whale, he did not desire to 
discredit the theory of miracles, but he thought that if he could give a 
satifactory explanation of the incident he might do something to remove 
from sceptics their excuse for scoffing, and to strengthen the belief of 
‘others. The question was asked: Was it possible for Jonah to have 
been swallowed by a whale? and on this point he had been informed by 
Professor Grainger, of Aberdeen, the greatest authority on whales, that a 
whale’s throat was too narrow to swallow a man. He then tried to find 
out what it exactly was that the Bible said, and he found that the word 
used, both in Hebrew and Greek, translated “to swallow,” meant “to 
drink down,” and that it was used in a score of different senses without 
any reference to any act of taking into the stomach. The general mean- 
ing “disappearing into some hollow place.” He had consulted the Chief 
Rabbi Adler on his Greek and Hebrew interpretations, and that authority 
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found no fault with them. Then he considered the possibility of Jonah 
having lived in the whale’s mouth. He found that some whales had jaws 
seventeen feet long, and as Jews were short men, as a rule not more than 
5ft. 6in. in height, there would be room inside for three Jews end on end 
(laughter). The curator of the whale department at the British Museum 
had assured him that there would be ample room, and he (the lecturer) 
had himself along with a friend sat smoking his pipe inside a whale’s 
mouth in the Gothenburg Museum. Next came the question of how 
Jonah was kept alive. The whale breathed from the top of its head— 
through its blow-hole. In the Liverpool Museum was the skull of a whale 
which was cast ashore at Garston, and he found that when he put his 
cane down the blow-hole it came out inside the mouth just in front of the 
throat. It was natural, he thought, to suppose that Jonah floated into 
the whale’s mouth head first, so that his head would be close to the ven- 
tilating shaft, as shown in the diagram. Pursuing further his investiga- 
tions, he found that a whale under normal conditions—when not harpooned 
or chased—came up to breathe eight or nine times a winute, which, though 
a healthy man breathed from 14 to 16 times a minute, would be quite 
enough to keep Jonah alive. Jonah was cast off a Phoenician ship, which 
always kept near the shore, and he found also that in the nursing season 
whales did the same thing for the convenience of their young. The word 
translated “vomiting” he interpreted as meaning “spitting out,” and he 
had no doubt that after a while Jonah and the whale felt mutually un- 
comfortable, and that the whale ultimately managed to squeeze him out 
(laughter). He had had quite recently evidence of the existence of whales 
in the Mediterranean, while the Biscayan whale was a well-known type in 
natural history. 

He had no time to go into the story of the gourd, but he believed that 
it was as true a story as could be found in connection with Eastern 
vegetation. | 

At the close of the lecture Dr. Nevins was cordially thanked. Liverpool 
Daily Post. | 


THE PROPHET’S SISTER. 


THE announcement has already appeared of the death of Mrs. Catharine 
Salisbury, who departed this life at 10 a.m. February 2, 1900, at her home 


near Fountain Green, Hancock County, Illinois. Special interest is 


attached to this event because Mrs. Salisbury was a sister of Joseph Smith 
the Prophet. She was the daughter of Joseph Smith, Sr. and Lucy Mack 
Smith, was the eighth of their ten children, and was born in Lebanon, 
New Hampshire, July 8, 1812. 

After the organization of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, she was baptized, in June, 1830, by Elder David Whitmer, one of 
the three witnesses to the Book of Mormon. She passed through the per- 
secutions which attended the progress of the Church in early times. She 
was married to Wilkins Jenkins Salisbury, January 8, 1831. He died in 
1853, at Webster, Hancock County, Illinois. By him she had eight chil- 
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